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Scoops “The life of the loggerhead sea turtle (Caretta caretta) has been one of slow but
relentless decline. The conservation status of loggerheads, once among the most abundant
of the world’s sea turtles, was last assessed as being of least concern in 2000. This has
caused a lot of alarm among people who care about these beautiful animals. Loggerheads
eat fish, shrimp and jellyfish. Migrants from the Caribbean and Central America range up
the coasts of the United States and Canada to South America during the summer. Northern
migrants mainly from the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean enter the Gulf of Mexico south
of Cape Hatteras. Loggerhead nests are abundant in southern Florida and along the
southeast United States and western Atlantic coasts. In the central and western Atlantic
Ocean, loggerheads are found on continental shelf areas at depths greater than about 50
meters. On the north American continental shelf, loggerhead nesting occurs from Cape Cod
(where nesting is heaviest), to the boundary between the Gulf of Mexico and the North
Atlantic Subtropical Gyre.” And a reminder: “Over the past two decades, the world’s sharks
have suffered the same fate as the world’s sea turtles. More than 80% of sharks and 70% of
all other sea life are being killed every year. Nature’s Sea Turtle Handbook “What is a sea
turtle? A sea turtle is a reptile from the class Reptilia that consists of two distinct
groups—soft-shelled and hard-shelled turtles. The soft-shelled turtles include the sea turtles
and the tortoises, whereas hard-shelled turtles include the freshwater turtles. Sea turtles
are distinct from the land-dwelling turtles in that they have flippers instead of legs. Most of
the sea turtle species have strong interlocking bones that are embedded in thick, leathery
skin and the neck is well-developed. Sea turtles can be distinguished from one another on
the basis of both external physical characteristics and shell size. The shells of sea turtles
vary from as small as 12 cm to as large as 3 m. The largest known species of sea turtles, the
loggerhead sea turtle (Caretta caretta), weighs up to 260 kg. There are seven species of sea
turtles distributed over four genera.” Sea Turtle Forecast “Globally, the sea turtle
population is considered stable
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