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The SSA began assigning first-come, first-served (FCFS) area number processing sequences for the new SSN in 1957. Because of the high demand for new SSNs in 1957, the SSA had about 10,000
SSN number processing sequences for the new SSN available to business applicants. The SSA granted all 10,000 requests for SSN processing sequences and assigned all 10,000 SSN numbers in one
day. During 1958, most of the 10,000 applicants had their SSN processed in the order in which they were received. However, some workers received their SSN numbers in a different order than in
which they were received, because the SSA was asked to reverse the sequence in certain areas, for special reasons. Additionally, some applicants were unable to meet the deadline for processing,
either because they did not receive their SSN number before the deadline or because their SSN number was incorrect and they had to re-apply with a revised SSN number. These circumstances
resulted in assigning some applicants their SSN numbers in a different order than in which they were received (for example, an applicant's SSN would be assigned with its processing sequence
number ascending versus descending). 5ec8ef588b
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