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forces captured two key border crossings with Syria on Monday, even as U.S. defense officials

warned that the campaign to retake the country’s second-largest city, Mosul, would be a tougher
fight than the fight to oust the Islamic State from its other stronghold of Raqqa. The capture of the
desert border crossing of Albu Omar by troops from the Counter-Terrorism Service (CTS) and elite

special forces loyal to Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi marked the start of the CTS’s campaign to push
Islamic State out of its territory in the Iraqi-Syrian border region. The entrance to the town of Albu
Omar, on the frontier between Iraq and Syria, is surrounded by a single-lane bridge and a concrete
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