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medicine is becoming an
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Implementation of standard
formats for clinical chemistry
and hematology is being
promoted by the International
Federation of Clinical Chemistry
and Laboratory Medicine (IFCC).
Standard formats for classical
biochemical analyses are being
adapted to those with the aid of
magnetic beads. In addition, a
number of applications require
the evaluation of the
reproducibility of test results.
Methods are presented for the
evaluation of the precision of
test results derived from




different instruments.Patient-
controlled analgesia and the
elderly patient. Control over
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iImportant to elderly patients,
yet the use of patient-controlled
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exist about the use of PCA.
Using a postal questionnaire, the
effect of age on the use of PCA
was measured in a sample of
1200 elderly patients referred to
a geriatric clinic. Only 49% of
these patients reported using
PCA as opposed to 70% of




over-65 patients in an earlier
study. In addition, patients over
75 years old were less likely to
use PCA and the numbers in this
age group were in contrast with
those in a previous survey. The
level of educational attainment
of those who had used PCA was
significantly lower than that of a
matched control group. Similar
results were obtained when the
effect of gender was also
examined. Patients who use PCA
for their own relief are more
likely to do so if they have a
greater educational background




and are female.THOUSANDS of
metal screws and nails were
found In fields in eastern
Victoria. More than 3200 items
were discovered in the small
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