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futuristic bionic eyes that could help paralyzed patients make use of their bodies again. Melinda Haskel was living a fairly

normal life before she was struck by a car and paralyzed in 2000. "I wasn't just suddenly out of my wheelchair; I was in a coma.
I didn't make it out of that crash," Haskel recalled at her office in the McGill Neurorehabilitation Research Centre. "I was

slowly suffocated by this machine that's holding my airway open." Haskel didn't survive. But a decade later, she has a new lease
on life. The woman has worked with Canadian scientists to replace her lost right optic nerve, using a device called Encore,

which sits behind her eye. "The machine is connected to my eyes by these lead wires and it actually sends power to the nerve
when I'm seeing things," Haskel said in an interview with The Canadian Press. "It makes my eyes look like they do normally.
"It's very functional. I can read, I can do my job, I can go to school. It's definitely a whole lot better than where I was before."
Unlike previous attempts to create bionic limbs, the device does not stimulate nerve growth, but rather reconnects the severed

ends of the optic nerve to each other. That means the potential is there for many more patients to regain motor function,
according to Mike Barwood, who oversees neural engineering at the Canadian Institutes of Health Research and is a key

member of the funding consortium behind the project. "It's a testament to the progress of our research that I'm able to come
back and work with patients and see the benefits of what we have been able to make," Barwood said. The cost of each of the 30

operations on about 100 patients and the ongoing care to ensure their vision returns will be around $250,000, Barwood said,
roughly the same as the price of an average hip replacement surgery. A study involving about 100 patients is currently underway

at the Montreal Neurological Institute and Hospital. That money comes from 595f342e71
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