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thereby dragging the aircraft with him. In
contrast, the lock-out of spoilers on a
ground vehicle is normally performed by
blowing it backwards, thereby releasing the
lock and allowing it to move in the normal
fashion. In certain circumstances, the
brake fluid can enter the fuel tank. That
does not result in a fire, since the density
of brake fluid is much less than that of
gasoline. In the event of a spillage, a fuel-
fired fire may result, or, if the spillage lands
In a paper bag, it might set the bag on fire.
Cost Some claim that the lock-out feature
may be of minimal cost to the aircraft,
while most other manufacturers say this is
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not true. In the context of aircraft, which
are built to withstand the rigors of civil and
military piloting, this factor is very
Important: lock-out is a very simple option
to add, and it may be very important on a
test flight when the crew wishes to land
without risking the lives of its passengers.
Lock-out, like any system, involves some
expense. Some prefer to pay this money,
believing it to be a worthwhile addition to
the aircraft, and some will not. In addition,
lock-out is a safety device and risks losing
the airplane. The decision on lock-out can
be one of the hardest parts of the job of an
airline pilot. The author Kevin L. Lynch is a
professional pilot and aviation writer.
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