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able to read out loud: We write with ink on paper. They write it on the page, and I read. One word and the world catches fire.
That's why they call it great art. The idea of the MBTI personality test has caught on with some of us who learned about the

MBTI system about the same time you were. I still remember the moment I picked up my first copy of the Myers-Briggs Type
Indicator book from our local bookstore. I remember reading all the descriptions, each one as mesmerizing as the last, and

trying to understand what it meant that all the different combinations of things seemed to be describing me. There were so many
colors to choose from, so many road signs I had to look for. How to get from where I was to where I wanted to go. With

everyone on my shoulder. I remember returning to my car in the parking lot and just sitting there as I thought about everything I
had read, the introvert versus the extrovert, the thinker versus the feeler, the sensing versus the intuiting, the judging versus the

perceiving. I was fascinated at the possibilities each combination of choices offered: each one of my labels seemed almost like a
truth, like a blessing. I was not the artist, but the genius. I was the genius; I had thought of everything. I remember sharing this
excitement at work with a couple of others, but nothing ever came of it. The MBTI system had never been officially backed by
any organization or institution, and that made it a perfectly acceptable excuse for not risking leaving your comfort zone to try
something new. It was the height of the 1990s, and that was the mentality around the office. It was the same mentality around
the country, where there wasn't yet a need for a nationally recognized personality type. We didn't have a culture of openness,

trust, and possibility, so the people who did take the time to move out of their comfort zones had left the company by the time
the MBTI test became routine. Now, we know a little bit more about ourselves. We know more about our strengths and

weaknesses and how they work together. We know that the best job is our job, and that we are masters of our own universe. We
know that none of us are fundamentally empty. We know that we have become
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